VILLAGE OF VOORHEESVILLE

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS


March 4, 2010
Regular Meeting

PRESENT: Board Members Frank Person, Dan Carmody, Dave Taber and John Mahan, CEO Glenn Hebert and Atty. John Keenan
ABSENT:  Chairman Jim Giglio and Alternate Glenn Schultz
OTHERS:  Craig Gordinier, Steve Schreiber, Pat Snyder, Frank Papa, Jerry Gordinier
Acting Chair Carmody opened the meeting and Public Hearing at 7:10.
MINUTES

The Board reviewed the minutes from the February 4, 2010 meeting.  

Board member Person noted several corrections.
Board member Person made the motion that the Board approves the minutes from the February 4, 2010 meeting as corrected. 2nd by Board member Mahan.  All agreed.
It was noted that the outstanding application for 68 Maple Avenue, a sign variance request from the Methodist Church, had been withdrawn.
There was a request from the Board for CEO Hebert to find out the status of the use variance application from Pheasant Run apartments.
PUBLIC HEARING
There was 1 item on the agenda:

Minor Subdivision: for applicant Craig Gordinier, who is proposing to subdivide the current property located at 45 Pleasant Street into 2 separate lots and who is seeking an 833.6 sq. ft. Area Variance to allow for a substandard lot for said proposed subdivision.
Acting Chair Carmody noted that he was a friend of the applicant and would excuse himself if there were any concerns.  No one voiced any objections.
Craig Gordinier read into the record a letter submitted to the ZBA regarding his application – see attached.

Board member Taber asked why the property was not being subdivided so as to not need a variance.  Mr. Gordinier explained that because of the way the roadway is situated, if he moved the proposed property line so that both lots conform, he would not have sufficient access to both parcels from the roadway.  Atty. Keenan noted that Mr. Gordinier could add an easement to the property deed, which would allow access over proposed lot #1 to proposed lot #2.  Mr. Gordinier commented that he would like to have equal frontage on both parcels.

There was a discussion regarding easements.

Board member Mahan asked Mr. Gordinier about the possible extension of Pleasant St using his property.  Mr. Gordinier explained that he has been in contact with Village officials and has agreed to give the Village an easement on the properties to allow the Village to create a hammerhead turn around area, which would be maintained by the Village.  It would also allow the Village access to the water line for the Veeder property, for which there currently is no easement.

Mr. Steve Schreiber commented that he was concerned that an approval of the request might set a precedent for the rest of the Village and asked the Board to consider the larger picture.

As there were no further comments from the community Acting Chair Carmody closed the Public Hearing at 7:30 PM.

Acting Chair Carmody read the Albany County Planning Board and local CAC recommendations into the record – see attached.

Board member Taber made the motion that the Board accepts the finding of the local CAC and that the proposed action would have no negative environmental impact. 2nd by Board member Mahan, All agreed.  Motion passed unanimously.

There was discussion of the hammerhead turn-around and the Gordiniers explained the constraints to the access to proposed lot #1 if the property line was moved as suggested by the Board – a fire hydrant and utility pole are both located so as to make that 15-foot access difficult to maneuver around.
Acting Chair Carmody reviewed the balancing test questions for this application with the Board – see attached.
1. All indicated “No.”

2. All indicated “Yes.”
3. All indicated “No.”

4. All indicated “No.”

5. All indicated “Yes.”

Due to the fact the Board does not find the variance request to be substantial, Board member Taber made the motion that the Board grant the variance with the condition that the Village is guaranteed an easement to create a hammerhead turn-around and access to the water line to the Veeder property. 2nd by Board member Mahan. All agreed.  Motion passed unanimously, variance request approved.
As there was no other business before the Board,
At 7:45PM Board member Taber made the motion that the Board adjourns the meeting. 
2nd by Board member Mahan.  All agreed.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen Finnessey

Recording Secretary

Action recap
45 Pleasant Street
Board member Taber made the motion that the Board accepts the finding of the local CAC and that the proposed action would have no negative environmental impact. 2nd by Board member Mahan, All agreed.  Motion passed unanimously.

Due to the fact the Board does not find the variance request to be substantial, Board member Taber made the motion that the Board grant the variance with the condition that the Village is guaranteed an easement to create a hammerhead turn-around and access to the water line to the Veeder property. 2nd by Board member Mahan. All agreed.  Motion passed unanimously, variance request approved.
