VILLAGE OF VOORHEESVILLE

PLANNING COMMISSION

March 9, 2010
PRESENT: Board Members, Kitty Scharl, Mike Bates, Jerry Gordinier, Dave Prendergast and Kevin Garrity, Alternate Bob Logan, CEO Glenn Hebert, and Atty. Rich Reilly
ABSENT: Chairman Georgia Gray and Board member Marie McMillen 
OTHERS: Craig Gordinier, Mike Ricci, Pat Snyder, Francis Bossolini, Susan Abrams and Alan Kowlowitz 
Acting Chair Scharl Gray opened the meeting at 7:02.

MEETING
There were 2 items on the agenda.  
1.) The hearing is for a Site Plan Review for an application from Craig and Lorra Gordinier for a 2-lot minor subdivision of the property located at 45 Pleasant Street. Reference SBL 72.07-2-5 of the Village of Voorheesville tax map.
Board member Gordinier excused himself from the application as he is related to the applicant.
Craig Gordinier read a letter he submitted regarding his proposed subdivision and a request for a waiver of several items required for the proposed subdivision – see attached.

Board member Garrity brought up for discussion the question of whether or not the Board should approve a “buildable” lot without Albany County’s prior approval of a septic system.  He reminded the Board of the Gillenwalters application – he was told the Board could not approve his proposed lots without perk tests performed by Albany County.  After discussion regarding this issue it was noted that the two situations are different:  Mr. Gordinier is asking for approval of the lot with the knowledge that he must have Albany County perform a perk test and that he must have approval from Albany County for a septic system, or he will not be able to use the lot as a buildable lot.  It was noted that a perk test cannot be done at this time due to frozen ground and M/M Gordinier are looking to “get the ball rolling” with their finances, so that once approval is obtained from Albany County they can move forward with their building plans.  In the Gillenwalters situation there were no immediate plans to either sell the lots, or build on the lots and Mr. Gillenwalters did not want to make the financial commitment for the perk tests at the time of his application.
Acting Chair Scharl opened the Public Hearing for this application at 7:20 PM.  
Mike Ricci asked for clarification of the easement for the hammerhead turn-around and inquired as to if he could be notified about the results of the perk test performed on Mr. Gordinier’s property.

There was some discussion regarding septic systems.

As there were no further comments from those in attendance Acting Chair Scharl closed the Public Hearing at 7:25 PM.
Acting Chair Scharl asked the Board if they had objections to the waiver requests for the application.  Mrs. Snyder inquired as to why the Board would consider the waivers.  Board member Bates explained that, in this particular situation, the value of what those items would bring to the Board is minimal, so it doesn’t make sense to make the applicant pay extra money for them.

Acting Chair Scharl read the local CAC and Albany County Planning Board recommendations into the record – see attached.

Atty. Reilly indicated he noted a change in the traditional wording of Albany County’s recommendation and thought that, as it is written, would require a super majority approval by the Board.  Due to the fact there was not enough members in attendance for a supermajority, Atty. Reilly recommended that the Board could approve Mr. Gordinier’s sketch plan, but would like them to wait for their vote on the final plat until he can look into the Albany County Planning Board’s decision.  Mr. Gordinier asked if he could get approval with a condition attached, as he was afraid that perhaps there may not be enough Board members present at the next meeting for a super majority.  Atty. Reilly advised that, once approval is given, the applicant has only 62 days to meet all conditions or the approval is voided. It was agreed that Mr. Gordinier would wait for a decision on his Final Plat.
Board member Garrity made the motion that the Board agrees to waive the requested requirements as noted in Mr. Gordinier’s letter to the Planning Commission.  2nd by alternate Board member Logan.  All agree.  Motion passed unanimously.

Alternate Board member Logan made the motion that the Board approves Mr. Gordinier’s current submission as a Sketch Plan and noted that the submission for his Final Plat must be marked as “Final” on the map. 2nd by Board member Bates.  All agree.  Motion passed unanimously.

The second item was a request from Fiske Constructions for a second extension of the 180 days for the completion of the road and other infrastructure at 101 Maple Avenue, known as Quail Run Cluster Development. 
Francis Bossolini requested a second extension of the 180 day time-frame for completion of the infrastructure for the development at 101 Maple Avenue. He explained the first extension was necessary because the process of the sale of the property prevented Mr. Fiske from starting construction in a timely manner.  The second extension is needed because the first extension will run out in April and the frozen ground and cold weather will prevent Mr. Fiske from completing the road and other infrastructure before the end of April.  He anticipates these items being completed later in the spring.
Board member Gordinier noted the Village’s Building Department heard from the Village’s engineer that the project at 101 Maple Avenue is progressing as it should be.

It was noted by the Board that the contractor must keep the Board informed of what is going on and of the time-table to meet the conditions of approval.
Alternate Board member Logan made the motion that the Board grants a second 180-day extension for completion of the infrastructure for the development at 101 Maple Avenue. 2nd by Board member Bates.  All approve.  Motion passed unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Board reviewed the minutes from the February 9, 2010 meeting.  One correction was noted.
Board member Garrity made the motion that the Board accepts the minutes from the February 9, 2010 meeting as corrected.  2nd by alternate Board member Logan.  All approved.

At 8:18 PM Board member Garrity made the motion that the Board adjourns the meeting.  2nd by alternate Board member Logan.  All approved.

Respectfully Submitted,

Karen M. Finnessey
Action taken March 9, 2010

45 Pleasant Street

Board member Garrity made the motion that the Board agrees to waive the requested requirements as noted in Mr. Gordinier’s letter to the Planning Commission.  2nd by alternate Board member Logan.  All agree.  Motion passed unanimously.

Alternate Board member Logan made the motion that the Board approves Mr. Gordinier’s current submission as a Sketch Plan and noted that the submission for his Final Plat must be marked as “Final” on the map. 2nd by Board member Bates.  All agree.  Motion passed unanimously.

101 Maple Avenue

Alternate Board member Logan made the motion that the Board grants a second 180-day extension for completion of the infrastructure for the development at 101 Maple Avenue. 2nd by Board member Bates.  All approve.  Motion passed unanimously.
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