VILLAGE OF VOORHEESVILLE

PLANNING COMMISSION

July 13, 2010
PRESENT: Chair Georgia Gray, Board Members Jerry Gordinier, Mike Bates, and Kitty Scharl, Kevin Garrity, CEO Glenn Hebert and Atty. Rich Reilly
ABSENT: Board members Marie McMillen, Dave Prendergast and Alternate Bob Logan
OTHERS: Applicants Jason Duncan and Holly Cheever and Tom McCarthy, and John Bove, as well as other residents
Chair Gray opened the meeting and the Public Hearing at 705 PM.
MEETING
There were 3 items on the agenda.
1.) The first is a Public Hearing for a Site Plan Review for Elite Motors (Jason Duncan) to allow an auto repair business to be located at 71 Voorheesville Avenue, Building 1.

Jason Duncan described his auto repair business to the Board and explained that he had made all the proper provisions for hazardous materials.  He indicated he was waiting to hear from the Board regarding parking in the front of his business.  

Board member Gordinier noted that he had visited the site and indicated the rear of the property had to be cleared out because of its proximity to the creek (Mr. Gordinier is also the Village’s Stormwater Management Officer).  He also explained that the Village has to enforce this because NYS holds the municipality at fault for pollution of the creek.  He also noted that the 2 lane road in front of the business must remain a 2 lane for emergency vehicles.
Board member Scharl asked about lighting.  Mr. Duncan explained that he is using the existing lights in the parking area and these are on dusk until dawn.  They are not in the site lines of any surrounding homes.  He indicated his business hours will end at 5 PM.
As there were no further comments regarding this application Chair Gray closed the Public Hearing for this application at 7:13 PM.

After a review of the local CAC report (see attached), Board member Gordinier made the motion that the Board accepts the recommendation of the CAC that the proposed use of the property would have no negative environmental impact.  2nd by Board member Garrity.  All agreed.

As there were no further comments regarding the application Board member Scharl made the motion that the Board approves the Site Plan application for the auto repair business at 71 Voorheesville Avenue with the following conditions:

· That the property to the rear of the building be kept cleared

· There would be no stacking of cars in the front of the building

· There would be no long term storage of vehicles.

2nd by Board member Gordinier.  All agreed.  Motion passed unanimously.
2)  The second Public Hearing is for a Site Plan Review for Alta East (Mobil), 106 Maple Avenue to install a 500 gallon propane tank to be used for filling services.
Chair Gray noted that there was no local CAC recommendation, no Albany County Planning Board review, nor Fire Department review yet received by the Board for this application.

Chair Gray opened the public hearing for this application at 7:16 PM.

Mr Bove explained that the current business owners at Mobil had inquired about a tank exchange operation but he suggested they look into a refill station to provide better service and better rates.  He explained that the 500 gallon tank would be located in the rear of the building using the existing cement pad and that the tank would be installed in accordance with the NFPA requirements.  He noted that proper bollards would be installed for protection of the tank.  The operation would primarily service grill tanks.  The tank itself would have a useable capacity of 400 gallons.  It would be manually operated with an automatic check valve that shuts off.  He noted that the tank will be visually inspected each time it is filled and that other periodic inspections are also made.

CEO Hebert noted some concerns with the existing cement pad and the removal of downed trees near the area.
Mrs. Susan Abrams, who lives across the street from the Mobil Station, noted she would prefer a tank exchange station.  Mr. Bove explained that his company has been in business over 60 years, installing many tanks for home use – the tanks are safe to use

Board member Gordinier noted that nothing that could catch fire can be in the vicinity of the tank and that the bollard protection should be included on the Smith’s Tavern parking lot side of the property as well.  He also indicated that training cards must be shown before a Certificate of Occupancy can be issued.  He asked if there would be a placard on the tank – there will be, and on the building – none on the building.

Mrs. Pat Snyder asked how the tank is secured.  The valve is in a locked cabinet as per Code.  She also inquired as to who checks employee training?  Mr. Bove indicated that training is mandated by his insurance company.

CEO Hebert asked if the power to the tank would be turned off nightly – Mr Bove indicated it could be put on a timer.
Chair Gray noted that the Board could not act on the application during this meeting. Atty. Reilly noted that the applicant of record on the application should be in attendance at the next meeting. The applicant will return for the August 10, 2010 meeting.

3)  The third public hearing is for a Special Use Permit from Dr. Holly Cheever for a proposed veterinary hospital to be located at 70 School Road.
Holly Cheever submitted a site plan to the Board as well as a mock-up of their logo and proposed building renovations.  She explained that she and Dr McCarthy would like to open a family friendly veterinary practice.  They propose to be open Monday - Friday from 7:30 Am to 6:30 PM and some hours every other Saturday.  They do not plan to have emergency hours.  They hope to dress up the building to make it a bit more aesthetically pleasing.  She also noted that they are working on a time constraint as Dr. McCarthy is the main source of income for his family and needs to get the business up and running as soon as possible.

Chair Gray asked about outside lighting – Dr. Cheever indicated there were no plans to make changes to the outside lights.  She noted they plan to use the existing sign and place a small sign on the building.  Property owner Mark Crounse noted that lighting for the sign near the road was previously approved and will be replaced.

Resident Davis Brody spoke in favor of the application and indicated he would welcome the business.

The Guilderland Animal Control officer indicated the practice would be a convenience to him in his animal rescue duties.

Atty. For the applicant, Jeff Baker suggested the Board consider conditional approval in anticipation of a positive review from the Albany County Planning Board.  The application has not yet been reviewed by the Albany County Planning Board.
Chair Gray asked about animal waste removal.  Dr. Cheever explained they would use a fecal dumpster and that the grounds would be cleaned twice per day.  Urine is dumped down the drain and medical waste is disposed of as per Albany County DOH.

Mr. Crounse explained that the septic system was designed to handle 155 gallons per day and was inspected before the last tenant was approved.  The system was designed for restaurant use.

Board Member Gordinier reviewed a list of items he felt needed to be addressed:

· Lighting on the building will be the same

· Use of the existing sign

· Would all business be conducted inside the building?  Dogs will be walked twice per day.  Dr. Cheever noted this would not be a boarding kennel.

· No accessory use/structures outside as per Dr. Cheever
· The fire department placard must be removed from the building

· The “No trucks” sign must come down

· Parking lot needs to be lined to include handicapped parking

· Plantings – he recommended the Drs. Meet with several members of the Planning Commission to develop a landscaping plan.

Board member Gordinier noted he was opposed to conditional approval as he did not want to set a precedent.

Chair Gray reviewed the local CAC report with the Board (see attached).  Based on the findings of the CAC Board member Scharl made the motion that the Board finds that the proposed veterinary hospital would have no negative environmental impact.  2nd by Board member Garrity.  All approved.  Motion passed unanimously.

As there was no further discussion, Chair Gray closed the Public Hearing at 8:15 PM.

It was agreed that the Planning Commission would hold a Special Meeting on Wednesday, July 21 at 5:00 to consider the Special Use Permit for 70 School Road.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
As there was no quorum from the June 2010 meeting; these minutes will be reviewed at the next meeting.    
At 8:20 PM Board member Garrity made the motion, 2nd by Board member Gordinier, to adjourn the meeting.  All agreed.
Respectfully Submitted,     Karen M. Finnessey
Action Recap

Elite Motors, 71 Voorheesville Avenue
After a review of the local CAC report (see attached), Board member Gordinier made the motion that the Board accepts the recommendation of the CAC that the proposed use of the property would have no negative environmental impact.  2nd by Board member Garrity.  All agreed.

As there were no further comments regarding the application Board member Scharl made the motion that the Board approves the Site Plan application for the auto repair business at 71 Voorheesville Avenue with the following conditions:

· That the property to the rear of the building be kept cleared

· There would be no stacking of cars in the front of the building

· There would be no long term storage of vehicles.

2nd by Board member Gordinier.  All agreed.  Motion passed unanimously.

Holly Cheever, 70 School Road

Chair Gray reviewed the local CAC report with the Board (see attached).  Based on the findings of the CAC Board member Scharl made the motion that the Board finds that the proposed veterinary hospital would have no negative environmental impact.  2nd by Board member Garrity.  All approved.  Motion passed unanimously.
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