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Spring/Summer 2016

From the Mayor

Hello Neighbors,
Spring is here and with it the beginning of many village activities. Please review this newsletter to learn
about the dates and times for all the upcoming events. I wanted to take a moment to address just a few
items.
The recent news reports about drinking water safety in some area communities has raised concerns for
all municipal water supplies. Out of an abundance of caution, the Village has conducted testing of the
Village’s water, specifically for PFOA. This was in addition to the ongoing testing that is routinely done
and reflected in the annual water report (which will be available after June 1 on the Village website). I am
pleased to report that the results have come back negative, meaning there are no detectable levels of
PFOA. However, we can never be too vigilant in protecting this most valuable asset. The Village will be
exploring ways to further enhance our water safety and water supply.
June 1 is the annual billing day for Village taxes, as well as water and sewer usage fees. We are pleased
to inform you that once again we have been able to adopt a budget that produced no increase to the tax
rate; it remains at $1.2552/1000 of your home’s assessed value. Please see the article on page 2 for more
information about this annual mailing.
On a lighter note, the Voorheesville Community and School Foundation and many local builders,
contractors and residents have generously provided funding and expertise for the construction of a
pavilion at the Grove Street parking area of the Rail Trail. This will be a wonderful addition to this
important community asset. Please swing by and take a look at the progress. The Foundation is continuing
to accept donations!
Thanks for your time and hope to see you at the Memorial Day festivities.
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Board Meetings
Village Board:
4th Tuesday of the month at
7:00 PM at Village Hall
Zoning Board of Appeals:
1st Thursday of the month at
7:00 PM at Fire House
Planning Commission:
2nd Tuesday of the month at
7:00 PM at Village Hall
ZBA and Planning meet only when
applications have been submitted.
Call the Village Office or check the
Public Notices to confirm meetings.
Public Notices for the Village of
Voorheesville can be found in The
Enterprise’s advertisement section
and are posted at: Village Hall; US
Post Office, First Niagara Bank, and
Stewarts

DPW Changes
After 34 of years of service to the residents of the Village, Will Smith, the “Fresh Prince of
Voorheesville” has retired. Will joined the Department of Public Works in February, 1982 as a general
laborer; in 1989 he became the Assistant Superintendent of Public Works, and in 1999 he took over as
Superintendent.
Over the years Will earned licenses in Water and Sewer Operations and saw the completion of many
Village projects including Hotaling Park clock & brick installation, sidewalks around the Village, a new
sewage treatment plant, new water tank, the rehab of existing water tank, a water emergency interconnect
with Guilderland, new sewer connections to the Voorheesville Elementary School and the
Maple/Voorheesville Ave district. Will was very hands-on and dedicated to his job, which entails
mandatory testing of our water supply and recording of gallons pumped, 7 days/week – no holidays off.
Will has also served the community in many other ways including being a Boy Scoutmaster and a 25plus year member of the Voorheesville Volunteer Fire Department, where he served as President from
1987-1995.
Will formally retired from his position with the Village on February 26, 2016 to spend more time
enjoying golf, camping and his family. He will be on-hand on a part-time basis until the end of May to
help new Superintendent of Public Works, Brett Hotaling, with a variety of duties associated with the
position.
Brett Hotaling resigned his position as Trustee of the Village Board at the monthly meeting on February
23 and assumed the duties of Superintendent of Public Works beginning February 29, 2016. He brings to
the Village many years of experience in DPW related areas. He earned his associates degree in Landscape
Design from SUNY Cobleskill. He worked for several years in golf club and city park maintenance
before establishing his own business, Hotaling Landscaping.
Brett is a lifelong resident of the Village and joined the Board of Trustees in 2011. He served as the
liaison to the ZBA and Planning Commission, as well as the Recreation program. He has been intricately
involved in a variety of recent projects around the Village, including the Main Street project, the sports
wall in Nichols Park, the extension of the rail Trail and new pavilion and reopening of Tork’s Hill. He
recently earned his Water Operator’s License and has been hard at work learning the ins-and-outs of all
that is required to keep the Village running. He has asked us to pass along a few reminders:


Continued on page 2
DPW NOTES

New Trustee On Board
At the February 23, 2016 meeting Brett Hotaling resigned his position as Trustee in anticipation of
taking over as Supt. DPW. Mayor Conway, with the support of the Board of Trustees, appointed
Richard Straut to the empty seat.
Rich, an engineer with Barton & Loguidice, has been a long-time resource to the Board regarding
many of the projects that have taken place in the Village. Most recently he has advised on the Quiet
Zone, Main Street project, sidewalks, and the new pavilion.


Summer Youth Recreation Program
July 11 – August 18, 2016 at Nichols Park
Once again we will continue to offer the program for grades K-6. Soccer will be held on Mondays and
Wednesdays and will be overseen by Chrissy Hotaling. Arts & Crafts & Games will be held on
Tuesdays and Thursdays and will be run by Millette Smith. Hours for the program are 9:00 a.m. until
12 Noon all 4 days. The participation fee of $45/child for Village residents, $60 for non-residents
includes both activities for the 6-week program. Registration forms will be sent home through the
elementary school and will also be available at Village Hall or on the website.


Memorial Day Celebration, May 28, 2016
Honoring the United States Army
10:00 AM Annual parade begins at the corner of Rte. 85A and Circle Drive.
11:00 AM (approximately) At the conclusion of the parade the American Legion Ceremonies will
begin at Nichols Park, followed by the Kiwanis children’s races, and other children’s activities
sponsored by Mountainview Evangelical Church.
12:15 PM The 39th Annual Voorheesville15K (9.3 miles) Race begins – entry form available at
Village Hall and on our website.
12:25 PM The 39th Annual Voorheesville 3.2K (2 miles) Race & Fun Walk begins - entry form
available at Village Hall and on our website.
2:00 PM Kiwanis Chicken Bar-B-Q begins at Reilly & Son Funeral Home; dinners served until
6:00PM or SOLD OUT!
6:00 PM The Annual Village Party (fun for the whole family) will be held at the Voorheesville Fire
House on Altamont Road. Thank you to Hannaford and the Voorheesville Road & Gun Club for
their generous contributions toward this event. Come and enjoy live music featuring Joey Pucci and
The American Longboards; food by the Volunteer Firemen; and fireworks at dark.
Donations are currently being accepted for the fireworks display at Village Hall. Checks should be
made payable to the Jim Nichols Memorial Fund.



Annual Village Billings
Annual Village property tax, water and sewer bills will be mailed out on June 1. Bills will be mailed
together in one envelope to help save on postage costs. Carefully check your envelope when it arrives;
tax bills are white; water bills are blue; and sewer bills are yellow. Please contact Village Hall as
soon as possible if an expected bill is missing.
Ensuring that the correct mailing address is on file for your property is important; report any changes
to help us keep our records up to date. As per NYS law, failure to receive a bill does not excuse timely
payment – late penalties cannot be waived. Timely payments of property taxes and user fees are the
responsibility of the property owner. Village tax bills are due June 30th, water and the 1st quarter sewer
payments are due July 31st.
If your mortgage has an escrow account and you receive your tax bill by mail, you should forward
this bill to your mortgage holder as soon as possible. If you no longer have your tax payments held in
escrow, contact Village Hall to let us know so we can change our records to have the tax bill sent
directly to you.




Staff Achievement
Congratulations to Karen Finnessey, CMC who recently earned the designation of Certified
Municipal Clerk (CMC), which is awarded by the International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC),
Inc. This designation is only given to those municipal clerks who complete demanding education
requirements (the Cornell Municipal Clerks Institute one week in July for the past 3 years); and who
have a record of significant contributions to their local government, their community and state. The
Village takes immense pride in Karen's educational accomplishments and achievement of this
milestone. On behalf of the residents and Board of Trustees we thank Karen for her dedication.

DPW Notes
Continued from Page 1

 Loose debris must be in brown
biodegradable bags and placed at
the curb for Monday pick-up.
 Brush should be placed in
organized piles at the curb (do not
block sidewalks or place on
roadway) with the cut side facing
the street. REMINDER: If you hire
a contractor to cut your limbs or a
tree, the contractor is responsible
for hauling away the debris.
 Moveable basketball hoops do not
belong in or along the side of any
street or cul de sac. The hoops
make it difficult to maneuver DPW
equipment, emergency vehicles and
the garbage/recycling trucks
 Be advised that it may be necessary
to impose water restrictions this
summer. If so, we will post the
restriction on the Village bulletin
board located on the corner of
Maple Avenue and Pine Street.
As always, if you need to contact the
Public Works Department we can be
reached at 765-4512 Monday through
Friday from 7:00 AM to 3:30 PM or by
email at DPW@villageofvoorheeville.com

Household Hazardous
Waste Collection
The annual Household Hazardous
Waste collection day will be held on
Saturday, May 14th from 8:00am until 12
Noon at the Town of New Scotland
highway garage, 2869 New Scotland
Road. Preregistration is required;
registration coupons (and a list of
acceptable items) are available at Village
Hall.

Speed Limits to be
Reduced
The Village Board is expected to pass a
new Local Law reducing some speed
limits within the Village. Once Local
Law#1 of 2016 is passed, the 30 MPH
speed limit on some roads in the
Claremont, Salem Hills, and Scotch Pine
developments, as well as on Pine Street
will be reduced to 25 MPH.

